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Visit the Gretna District Website and links to all the schools at https://www.gpsne.org/home 

Gretna Public Schools 
 

The mission of Gretna Public 
Schools is to accept all students 

unconditionally and maximize 
 their potential. 

	

Goals	
	

1.  To develop a positive educational 
environment that accepts all students 
and emphasizes their intellectual, 
physical, emotional and social 
development. 
 

2.  To adopt financial policies that 
ensure quality educational facilities, 
equipment, and materials to aid in the 
accomplishment of the district’s 
educational goals. 
 

3.  To attract and retain highly 
qualified personnel and promote 
opportunities for their professional 
growth and development. 
 

4.  To develop students’ knowledge 
and values so they will be effective 
participants in our democratic society. 
 

5.  To develop academic skills in the 
areas of reading, writing, computing, 
listening, and speaking so students 
may effectively interact in our society. 
 

6.  To provide opportunities for 
students to gain an appreciation for 
the fine and performing arts. 
 

7.  To provide educational programs, 
which allow students to identify and 
achieve their career goals and 
emphasize the value of hard work. 
 

8.  To introduce students to a variety 
of activities which encourage them to 
develop morally, physically, socially, 
academically, emotionally and 
spiritually. 

 
School Day Hours 

8:00am – 3:00pm 
Monday - Friday 

Activities Calendar  
  

January 
21 NO SCHOOL 
22 PTO Family Dinner Night at MacDaro’s 4-9pm 

(Hwy 6 & Lincoln Rd.) 
25 School Spirit Day 
31 2019-2020 Preschool Open House 5-6:30pm  
February 
6 Author Sarah Weeks visits Palisades 
7 PTO Freddy’s Dinner Night 4-9pm (180/Center) 
8 PTO Family Night SOCK HOP – PES Gym 6-8pm 

#BeKind 

Principal Corner 
 
Getting a good night sleep plays such a vital role in your child’s success in school. On 
average, children need 8-10 hours of sleep each night.  Sleep is important for many reasons.  
Lack of sleep can cause kids to be hyperactive, impatient, or cranky.  It is more difficult for 
children to concentrate and learn when they are tired. (Some doctors even believe that during 
sleep the brain “files away” what is learned during the day.)  Encouraging quiet activities, 
such as reading, just prior to bedtime offers a transition that helps children relax.  Setting a 
regular bedtime routine will help establish good habits for a child’s learning future! 
 
Have a Wonderful Weekend! 
 
 

 

 

Magazine Sales -  Deadline Extended 
 
Our magazine Sale deadline is now Friday, 
February 1st.  Online orders can be placed 
through this deadline also.  
 

http://bit.ly/palisadeselem 
 

 
 

We are already making plans for the 2019-20 
kindergarten students and their families.  If you 
know of someone who has recently moved into the 
Gretna/Palisades area, and has a child that would be 
of age to start kindergarten, (must turn 5 on or 
before July 31, 2019) please ask them to contact the 
school office at 895-2194. Thank you 
¨ February 26th - Kindergarten Parent Meeting & 

Registration  
¨ March 22nd - Kindergarten Round Up (no school 

for current Kg students) 
 
*All times will be posted when they are confirmed. 

 

We Need Your Help! 
 

We continue to have a large number of students 
still being dropped off for school at 8:00am and 
after.  The tardy bell rings at 8:00am and students 
should be in their rooms ready to learn at this 
time. To help avoid traffic back up during student 
drop off, we provide adult supervision starting at 
7:25am in the commons for all students in grades 
K-5.   
   

~Thank You! 
 



 

Keep Clipping your Box Tops! 
 

Our collections have started for the spring turn in date of 
February 28th!  Keep clipping and turning in your Box Tops to 

your child’s classroom. 

 

Stay connected to school events and the 
community.  Be sure to check out what’s  

new under the “Printable Flyers” link! 
 

Missoula Children’s Theatre Tryouts 
CDC Flu Guide 

Preschool 2019-2020 Open House 
Gretna Google Docs for Students 

Gretna Storm Select Fastpitch Softball 
Gretna Public Schools Mobile App Flyer 

Gretna Pubic Library Monthly Activities Calendar 
Gretna Cub Scouts 

2018-2019 School Calendar 
2018-2019 Preschool Calendar 

 

PRESCHOOL OPEN HOUSE! 
 

Gretna Public Schools will be holding a Preschool Open House Night on 
Thursday, January 31st from 5:00-6:30 p.m. We will soon be accepting 

applications for the 2019-2020 School Year. If your child is three or four 
years old by July 31, 2019, they are eligible to attend one of our programs 

according to their age. 
For the 2019 school year, there will be 4-year old preschool classrooms at all 

of our buildings - Aspen Creek, Gretna, Palisades, Thomas and Whitetail 
Elementary. We also have two 3-year old classrooms open at Gretna 

Elementary. Come and take a tour, learn about our curriculum, and meet the 
preschool teachers. Preschoolers are welcome to attend. This is an open house, 
so you may come and go any time between the hours of 5:00 p.m. and 6:30pm  

We hope to see you on Thursday, January 31st! 

 

Attention Parents: 
 
We have recently become aware of some issues related to Gizmo 
watches, which may affect your child.  Some of the functions of 
this specific device violate our policy on the “Recording of 
Others”. As a result, students will be allowed to wear Gizmo 
watches to and from school; however, during the day watches will 
need to be turned off and placed in the child’s backpack.  Plans 
may be developed with your child’s teacher to ensure the watch is 
on and being worn before leaving the building. Our full policy 
below may be found in the Student-Parent Handbook. Thanks for 
your cooperation. 
  
RECORDING OF OTHERS 
To ensure the privacy and confidentiality of student information, no person 
is authorized to record or transmit any sound or image of any person 
(including themselves) without the prior consent or authorization of either 
(1) the person or persons being recorded or whose image or sound is 
being transmitted or (2) the Superintendent or Superintendent’s designee.  
 
This prohibition applies to all persons, including staff, students and 
community members, regardless of the content or context of the image or 
sound; however, this provision shall not apply to District-sponsored 
athletic or activity events where the focus of the recording or transmission 
is on the student performances or activity. Nothing in this provision shall 
prohibit the recording of an Individualized Education Program meeting if 
the recording is necessary to ensure that the parent understands the IEP 
or the IEP process or to implement other parental rights guaranteed by the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. 
 

Travis Lightle, Ed.S. 
Director of Student Services 
 

Parent Message from the Counselor… 
 
Do you know people who are trying to create a perfect 
environment for their children? Are they more concerned about 
getting the world to adjust to their kids than they are about helping 
their kids learn to cope with and deal with the world as it exists 
today? 
  
In spite of the efforts of many to create a perfect country where no 
one will ever be offended, where bad decisions will have limited 
consequences, where good outcomes are guaranteed regardless 
of effort and sacrifice, and where kids never have less than the 
neighbors' kids, our kids are still living in a world that requires 
effort and resilience. 
  
Our love for our kids tempts us to do all we can to make their 
childhood better than ours. It tempts us to try to eliminate 
disappointment, struggle, and inconvenience from their lives. 
  
Each day we need to remind ourselves: 
Whose needs are being met when we attempt to guarantee that 
our kids are never disappointed, never get less than an "A" grade, 
never have to struggle, never take risks, never fail, and never 
have less than the neighbor kid?  
  
Is it my job to make the world adjust to my kids, or is my job to 
help my kids develop resilience so that they can fit into a world 
they’re going to face? 
 
Trying to create perfect environments for our children is about as 
successful as creating perfect children. In my eyes, to think 
otherwise is a delusion. 
  
It takes great courage to be a parent.  
Dr. Charles Fay, Love and Logic Institute, Inc. 
 
Thank you for reading, 
Amy Mullenberg, Palisades Counselor 
 
 Whether the weather be fine, 

Whether the weather be not, 
Whether the weather be cold, 
Whether the weather be hot, 
We’ll weather the weather, 

Whatever the whether, 
Whether we like it or not. 

 


